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A bill from the senate to continue in
force, for a further time, the act for the
more effectual preservation of peace in
the pores and harbours of the United
States, and the waters under their juris-
diction, was twice read. On motion,
the said bill was read a third time, and
passed without a division. Itis by vir-
tue of this act that the president’s mter-
dictory proclamation was issued. It
expires at the end of the present session.
The bill now passed continues the act
two yvears lenger, and thenee ull the end
of the next session of congress.

Twelve or fourteen orders of the day
were called for.  ‘The house went into
committee on the bill to arm the whole
body of the militia of the United States.

Mr. Randolph offered some observa-
1ions on the importance of encouraging
domestic manuiactories of arms, and of
putting them into the hands of every
: and concluded with moving a mil-
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pany, whenever allowed by law to arm.

Ny, Dana, from the same committee,
reported ¢ a bill for the encouragement
and scecurity of seamen of the United
States,” which was twice read, and com-
mitted for Wednesday.
some length, and provides that no ship
or vessel shall receive an American re-
gister, unless the captain, mate, and a
majority of the seamen, are American
citizens, It also discontinues the pre-
sent protections, and provides a new
mode of ascertaining and authenticating
the citizenship of the seamen.

Mr. Ely presented petitions from the
several towns of East Hampuon, South
Hampton, and West Haumpton, against
the embargo, which were referred to a
committee of the whole on the state of
the union.

"T'he amendments of the senate to the
bill cencerning courts martial and courts
of inquiry, were read and ordered to
lie on the table.

‘T'he house resumed the unfinished
business of Saturday—the question be-
ing, shall the committee of the whole
have leave to sit again to whom was re-
ferred the bill to arm the whole body of
the militia of the United States?

Mr. Holland spoke scme time in the

| negative, when the question was taken

and carried—49 ayes.  The house im-
mediately went into a committec on the
Lill, Mr. Desha 1o the chair. My, Ran-
dolph’s motion to appropriate one million
annuaily to obtain arms,being still under
consideration.

Mr. Dawson had thought and sull
continued to think that the nation would
sinvolved in war, and was in favour of
thiz billand of appropriating the largest
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The question on one million was lost
Mr. Blackledge then pro-
| 200,000 dollars ; Mr. Basset pro-

sed 500,000,
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to give the arms gratuitously to the mi-
litia.  This would operate so as io
prevent their making any exertions to
arm themselves.  He shuddered at the
idea of the government’s owning the
arms in the hands ol the militia, and a-
ble to withdraw them at pleasure.

Mr. Rowan supported the bill.  The
militia could never be armed without
the aid of the general government ; and
the arms would be equally useful, whe-
ther derived from the government, or
purchased by the militia man himself,

Mr. Masters tna very spirited speech
supported the bill, and expressed his
apprehensions  that  our  government
might be drawn by France into a war
with Great Britain.  He said much of
the power and intriguing policy of Bo-
naparte ; and thought every man in the
United States should bave armsin his
hands or we shall not bLe sale,

Mr. Blount (who is a major general)
said there were not muskets enough in
his state to arm the proportion of the
100,000 men lately detached.

After some further debate the ques-
tion was taken on 450,000 dollars, which
was negatived—ayes 39 noes 47 ; on
400,000—ayes 37 noes 46 ; on 300,000
—aves 41 noes 47, The sum of 200,000
dollars was agreed to—ayes 47, noes 35.

Mr. }. Rhea offered a new section, to
distribute the arms among the states and
territorics in proportion to their effec-
tive militia.

Mr. Randolph opposed the amend-
ment, and contended that the arms ought
first to be distributed to those states
which are not armed : but the appropri-
ation is so small, that the bill is dehicient
unless the house will revise and increase
it.

The committee rose and reported
the bill as amended, in which the house
concurred. Ordered, that the bill be en-
grossed, and rcad a third time to-mor
TOW.

A message was received from the se-
nate, announcing that they had passed a
bill authorising the president, under cer-
tain cenditions and restrictions, to sus-
pend the embargo, in which-they re-
quest the concurrence of the house.

Be it enacted by the senate and house
of representatives of the United States,

' in congress assembled, that in the event

of such peace or suspension of hostilites

{ between the belligerent powers of Eu-

ol such changes in their mea-
amres affecting neutral commerceas may
vender that of the Linited States suihica




